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Cultural controversy  
Like it or loath it ...
bullfighting is common in many 
countries, from Turkey to Tanzania, 
India to Oman. Several nations, 
Portugal included, deem it illegal to 
kill the bull - but that’s not the case 
with their close neighbors.  
 Spain’s long tradition of 
bullfighting isn’t about to disappear 
into the dust. As of November 2013 
the ‘sport’ has been granted a new 
lease of life.

Yes it’s now official, no wait, 
it’s the law. The Spanish 
government voted in favor of 
legislation that will promote 
bullfighting as part of  the nation’s 
cultural heritage.

The bill stemmed from a 
petition signed by  600,000 
supporters and, in the end, it wasn’t 
even a fair fight -  the vote passed 
144 to 26, with 50 politicians 
electing to withdraw from the ring 
and abstain from casting their vote.

Animal rights groups are 
seeing red. The Love Spain Hate 
Bullfighting coalition claim the 
‘sport’ is cruel and outdated, with 
no place in a modern society - and 
they plan to turn up the volume on 
their slogan ‘culture stops where 
cruelty starts’. 

Whatever you call it, 
bullfighting or corrida de toros, and 
regardless of how you view it; a 
blood-soaked pageant or a colorful 
display of man vs beast, Madrid is  

the epicenter of Spain's bullfighting 
industry. 
Craving a corrida in Madrid
If you feel that your trip to Madrid 
would be incomplete without a 
ringside seat and shouting Ole -  
less than five kilometers from the 
city’s well know cultural hot-spot the 
Prado Art Museum, around fifteen 
minuets from the centre by car, will 
put you infront of the ticket office at 
Plazza de Toros Las Ventas -  
showcasing the best bullfights in the 
country - it is Spain’s premier arena 
with a top notch corrida.                      

Outside the arena we met an 
English couple who transplanted 
themselves in Spanish soil soon after 
retirement, swapping season tickets 
for the game of cricket to pitch 
themselves in front row seats at 
bullrings across the country, 
cheering their favorite fighters as 
they throw their hat in to the ring.  
And it’s outside the arena where the 
glamour and the glitz begins, so if 
you do intend to visit, get there 
early and enjoy the side show.            
Now entering the arena  A colorful 
extravaganza choc full of 
smoldering matadors with a thick 

head of jet black hair and bright 
white teeth - each sporting an 
elaborate costume woven with 
golden threads and a contrasting 
pair of pink tights. Of course from 
the bulls eye, it’s a dazzling display 
with an unhappy ending. 
Numero Uno

Enter David Fandila, a hugely 
popular professional Matador 
ranked number one in Spain. He 
may cut a dash in the ring, but 
dressed in grey cargo pants and a 
casual blue hoodie, the skilled and 
flamboyant matador almost 
blended into the fabric at our hotel 
in Madrid. His name blazoned on a 
van parked outside was a bit of a 
giveaway though. But, had it not 
been for our new found friends, 
a.k.a. the retired bullfighter fanatics 
from England, we would not have 
recognized him. 

The dashing David was 
incognito, but when we chatted he 
was polished and charming - more 
than happy to spend time talking as 
long as it was in his native tongue - 
no English please - David has the 
traditional image of a macho 
Spanish bullfighter to uphold.    
 Even without his sequins and 
satin we found him to be eminently 
likable - it was easy to picture him 
as El Fandi - glittering movie star 
and master of the bullring ... with 
statistics to support what his fans 
already know. Spain’s casual Prince 
Charming is one of the most skilled 
matadors in the world.
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