
A passion for hot topics
Ian Michler, well known 
conservationist, environmental 
journalist, author, and more 
recently, director of the Eden to 
Addo Corridor Initiative, picked a 
cool night to discuss a hot topic with 
the local community in Plettenberg, 
along South Africa’s Garden Route. 

Beneath a calm exterior lies a man 
with a passion. A passion for Africa. 
And a life-long quest to protect 
wildlife and draw attention to 
Africa’s unique bio-diversity. 

Hosting the awareness evening, a 
pair of well worn sun-shades held 
back his shoulder length hair, while 
regular spec’s dangled from a chain 
around his neck. Maybe double 
focus is just what’s needed if Ian’s 
latest call to arms, no trade in rhino 
horn, is to be heard. 

Ian is zooming in on South Africa’s 
government - who he believes send 
mixed messages to the Asian markets. 
They ask for assistance as the rhino is 
under threat, then also release 
stockpiles of confiscated horn to the  
highest (Asian) bidder.

The outspoken presenter has his 
work cut out as rhino horn is now 
reputed to be trading at over 
$60,000 per kilo on illegal markets.

Time is ticking, and ticking fast. 
Since 2008, over 3,000 of Africa’s 
rhino have been poached, with this 
years tally standing at over 440. 
Largely driven by soaring demand 
for Chinese medicines, that research 
shows have no medical value at all.

Fortunately, rhino’s have some 
heavy weights on their side. 
Footballer David Beckham and the 
NBA’s Chinese player Yeo Ming, 
have signed on with Prince Charles 
and Prince William to push a 
powerful but simple message... 
When the buying stops, the killing 
can too.

With less than 25,000 rhinos left in the 
world, Ian is taking his sunglasses, and 
statistics, to as wide an audience as 
possible to harness support to ensure 
trade in horn does not get legalized. 

To lend your support -        
visit  the website Save the Rhino.org.
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E D E N     TO     A D D O
A series of natural corridors 

connecting the Garden of Eden, 

Baviaanskloof World Heritage Site 

and Addo Elephant National Park 

wilderness areas

TO 
Protect and restore bio-diversity 

and encourage sustainable 

livelihoods. 

That could allow truly free 

elephants to wander across 

400 km of private land and 

eco sensitive areas
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