
Vive La Difference
Meet Dave & Helen Mansfield.  More than eight years 

ago, they traded life in the busy northern steel town of Sheffield, for a new life amongst the the vineyards of South Western France.

More than eight years ago they 
swapped the steel mills of Sheffield for 
the vineyards of Southwest France.  
	 Without a word of French 
between them, these two easy-going 
northerners tested their own metal by 
signing up for an intensive language 
course, and to polish their new lingo, 
bought a local bar in a sleepy village. 

Fast forward several years and 
not only can they hold their own 
behind the bar, but behind a shinny 
new deep fat fryer too.

From one counter culture to 
another, they now run a mobile fish 
and chip van, and can be found 
serving up a taste of home to British 
Expats throughout the Dordogne.               

This year our friendly fish fryers 
have become something of a local 
attraction, by featuring regularly on a 
British TV series that examines the  
lifestyle changes of Brits living in the 
Dordogne... now home to more than 
thirty thousand British Expats. Not 
surprisingly the program aires under 
the title ‘Little England’ and it’s pulling 
in a worldwide audience of over four 
million viewers a week. 

Dave and Helen’s fish & chips are 
now a hot commodity, hankered after 
by Brits and French alike. Along with 
notoriety, sales are up and the phone 
rings red hot with booking for private 
events; requests coming from as far a 
field as Geneva, Switzerland. Dave 
has even been tracked down by a 
relative in England, who he last heard 
from more than thirty years ago.     
  

One of their more memorable 
events was catering for the first 
wedding anniversary of a French 
couple, who requested “The Full 
Monty” - fish & chips, plus bangers 
and beans - and in a splendid show of 
franglaise, the happy couple finished 
the evening with, what else, but an 
exquisite French gateau.

Life amidst the rolling green hills 
and picturesque medieval towns of the 
Dordogne suits them - the climate is 
kind and Dave tells us how they enjoy 
the laid back French lifestyle and have 
no plans for returning to Sheffield, but  
they will take part in the next series of 
‘Little England’ ...and there’s talk of 
franchising The Dordogne Chippy too.

On this side of the channel, Dave 
and Helen have the best of both 
worlds and we wish them bon-appetit.

WHO:  Dave & Helen Mansfield
!  The Dordogne Chippy

WHEN: Lunch & evenings throughout summer

WHERE: Plazas, events and special occasions

HOW: Tele: 05.57.46.55.81
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