
The Builder from Burnley
Meet Ian. Working as a building 

contractor in Burnley Lancashire, he 
was all too familiar with the challenge 
of working outdoors in the infamous 
British weather. In Ian’s part of the 
world, a day of light rain or drizzle 
can easily pass for a ‘grand day’.  

Out of the blue he received a 
phone call, inviting him to lend a hand 
on a large building project set among 
the vineyards of South West France. 

The job lasted for several weeks, 
but the memory of working in the 
sunshine, dressed in shorts and a tee 
shirt, lasted much longer and as fast as  
he can drink a pint of warm northern 
beer, Ian set about planning a new 
future for his family - in France. 

Ian, wife Joy and new baby 
Josephine moved into a French 
farmhouse dating from the 1850‘s,   
set on twelve acres; he renovated the 
property in his spare time, while 
working on his ‘day-job’ and 
sharpening his school-boy French. 

Fast forward seven years - the 
house is complete and has quadrupled 
in value and he’s added to the family, 
with the arrival of daughter Lola and 
little boy Xavier, both born in France. 

They now live in a bi-lingual 
household, switching between life in a 
rural French community and the large 
British expat community spread across 
the region. 	 	

Wearing his French hat, Ian is 
captain of the all French Billard team 
(that’s pool to his mates back in 

Burnley) but he claims to have worn a 
different hat for pool of another type - 
when he was booked to sandblast the 
inside of a swimming pool. 

His most memorable job was 
renovating a home for fellow Brit and 
official Tom Cruise stunt double, Nick - 
happily, the project did not turn out to 
be mission impossible. 

Ian misses good friends and good 
food from the UK, Joy misses shopping 
in the sales. As for the children, France 
is all they know and England is a place 
to visit on holiday. The family are 
settled in France and have no plans to 
pick up sticks and return to Burnley.

2012 finds Ian with yet more plans. 
He has launched his own website and 
taken on another renovation project - 
for expats recently moved to France.

WHO:  Ian - Aquitaine Renovations
!
WHERE:  Southwest France

HOW: Tele: 0607 49 73 43

Br
itis

h

Brits 
in 
France

Boomerland Travel Tips.com
Text &

 photos boom
erland 

Travel Tips, all rights reserved

Bu
ild
er

http://www.boomerlandtraveltips.com
http://www.boomerlandtraveltips.com
http://www.boomerlandtraveltips.com

