
From the garden of England to 
the vineyards of France

Meet Paul and Kirstie. We caught 
up with them at their family run vineyard 
located outside a sleepy village east of 
Bordeaux, where they spend sunny days 
and cold snaps, planting, picking, pressing, 
pouring... and caring for their two boys, 
Benjamin (6) and Jacques, (4).

Originally from different ends the UK -  
Kirstie from Kent, Paul from Burnley - they 
shared a family interest in fine wine. Fast 
forward through several years spent 
studying wine, plus a sabbatical year 
working on a vineyard near Cahors, in the 
Lot Valley, and the spirited couple began 
searching the French countryside for a 
place to put down their own roots.                                                               
	 In 2006 they realised a long-held 
dream, looking out over their own vines at 
Chateau La Tour de Chollet. Set amongst 
twenty acres of vineyards the chateaux 
produces a traditional Bordeaux blend of 
Merlot, Cabernet, Sauvignon and Semillon.  

It was all hands to the pumps as Paul 
and Kirstie set about renovating the 
c h a t e a u x a n d t h e v i n eya rd t o o . 
	 Completely overhauling vineyard 
practices, planting15,000 new vines 
(Sauvignon Blanc), investing in modern 
equipment and producing the f irs t 
independent wine from the chateaux in 
more than 25 years. 

Today the vineyard is thriving, the new 
tasting bar is a hit with passing tourists and 
back home in the UK, appreciative palettes 
add their name to an already impressive 
delivery list of restaurants and Peers of the 
Realm.

Paul laughed as he recalled the first 
time at the helm of his own tractor - telling 
us how it was a great way to meet the 
neighbours, who fortunately came across to 
pull his stranded tractor out of the mud.

Since then, life has found a sure 
footing. Paul is on target to receive the 
much coveted organic certificate, allowing 
him to display ‘Agriculture Biologique’ 
alongside his signature on the bottle and 

thanks to weekly tuition in the nearby town 
of Sainte Foy La Grande, Kirstie is getting 
to grips with the local lingo, while the boys 
are a terrific blend of French and English.  

If you can’t visit the vineyard in person, 
you can savor a sip, or two, by ordering 
on-line. Or, for a unique gift idea, adopt a 
row of vines and receive bottles harvested 
directly from ‘your vines’ - delivered 
straight to your door, and while you’re at 
it, why not request personalised labels too.

On a freezing cold day in February, 
we received a warm welcome from our 
fellow Brit’s and we really enjoyed hearing 
about their grape success - leaving us with 
just one thing to say, Cheers! Or, as they 
say in this part of the world à votre santé.
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Who: Paul & Kirstie Rowbotham
          Chateau La Tour de Chollet

Where: East of Bordeaux
             Southwest France

How: Tele: 5 57 41 39 66
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