
When Davy Jones answered 
the phone to Les, the first 
words out of his mouth were 
“hey! thatʼs a great northern 
accent” which set the scene 
for our cheerful chat at the 
Luxurious Hotel Nikko in the 
heart of San Francisco.                                           
" ʻLittle Davyʼ as many 
fans know him, has come a 
long way since playing Ena 
Sharples grandson in Britainʼs 
favorite soap opera 

Coronation Street, but heʼs 
not forgotten his Manchester 
roots - he was born in 
Openshaw - and he still has 
that Manchester Magic.  "       
" We found him to be  
charming and laugh out loud 
funny. For forty minuets on a 
sunny afternoon in California, 
we could have been back 
home in Manchester, meeting 
an old friend at one of our 
favorite haunts in town.

" Quick to establish his
northern credentials, Davy 
first mentioned Coronation 
Street before leading onto his 
time playing the Artful Dodger 
in Londonʼs West End, which 
earned him a nomination for a 
Tony Award when he repeated 
the performance on 
Broadway. 
" As part of the cast of 
Oliver, he appeared on the  
Ed Sullivan show the same 
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evening The Beatles performed.  
Davy told that he stood in the 
wings where he watched the girls 
“going mad for the lads” and 
decided “I want a piece of that”. 
Years later, he still counts Ringo 
Starr as “a very good friend”.

Fast forwarding through a list of 
celebrities that he has worked with 
over his long carer - on both sides 
of the pond - everybody from Judy 
Garland in the USA to Harry 
Seacombe in the UK. He added 
Pete Townsend, Peter Noone and 
Roger Daltrey to his list of “good 
friends” singling out the late Keith 
Moon, drummer with supergroup 
The Who; recalling that he stayed 
with Moon at his Mayfair Mews in 
London the night before he died.

Davyʼs magic was full on when he 
talked about his family. His sister 
Hazel, who retired last year from a 
shop in Denton that she had run 
for more than 45 years, phones 
him every week. Hazel loves to 
play bingo at a hall in Belle Vue 
and whenever she “getʼs a win, 
she putʼs twenty quid (£) in an 
envelope and mails it” to Davy.  
His luck was in a few months back 
when, eyes down, lucky Hazel 
won £600 ($965), Davy laughed 
as he remembered his envelope 
weighting more that week. 

Jessica, his third wife joined us. 
They met at a British pantomime 
in Florida, where comedian Mike 
Winters played The Count, 
Jessica was cast as Cinderella, 
and Davy? well, not surprisingly, 
he charmed the audience playing 
the character of Buttons, although 
he did quip that when he first 
entered stage, he told the crowd 
that he was Buttonʼs Dad. 

Hard to believe, but Davy turns 65 
in December. Jessica, who is 
almost half his age, told us they 
had “stopped counting, and we are 
sticking at 60 and 33”, at which 
point they both laughed. 

With homes in three different US 
states, including Florida, Mr. and 
Mrs. Jones are kept on their toes.  
Jessica travels to perform her 
Flamenco Dancing, and Davy 
performs solo, writes music and 
follows his lifelong love of horses.

Before his stint in Coronation 
Street and his hit record, The Last 
Train to Clarksville, Davy tried out 
as an apprentice jockey. He now 
owns eleven horses and hopes to 
enter his new foal, Baz Foz, 
named after his Newmarket trainer 
and confidant Basil Foster, in the 
2013 Kentucky Derby.

But thatʼs racing ahead, before 
then, he has a play of his own to 
finish writing, and then he gets 
back in the saddle for an 
upcoming reunion tour with The 
Monkees, scheduled to open in 
Tokyo and (tentatively) playing the 
Albert Hall, London too. When 
asked about the reunion, he joked, 
“The Monkees are like the Mafia, 
once youʼre in, you canʼt get out”.

As for the direction of two of the 
leading ladies in his life, we all 
laughed at the tale of Hazel, who 
refuses to accept a lift to Belle Vue 
in Davyʼs Mercedes, preferring to 
take the bus to bingo so that she 
doesn't appear to be showing off. 
As for Jessica? well, what else 
would Cinderella do, but hit the 
shops of course - she was itching 
to walk to the nearby Macyʼs 
Department store in Union Square 
and to put a 10% discount coupon, 
provided by the hotel, to good use.  

Davy thanked us for distracting 
him for so long, he reckoned that 
we had “saved him a fortune at the 
shops”.  

We enjoyed spending time with a 
fellow northerner, a true daydream 
believer and a down to earth 
cheeky chap, who has retained his 
Manchester Magic. 
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“We’re in a beautiful suite 
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