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EXPATS AND 
LOCALS 
CELEBRATE IN 
SAN 
FRANCISCO

Birthday Celebrations and The Beatle Fest West - Stateside in California
     I imagine that Lennon 
would have enjoyed his 70th 
birthday bash in San Francisco 
this past weekend.  
The late Beatles singer and 
peace campaigner was 
commemorated around the 
world and across the US. 
   ! Early on Friday, fans in 
New York began arriving at the 
Dakota Building where he was 
shot to death, Police barricaded 
the area to protect fans from 
passing traffic. On Saturday, 
more fans flocked to Central 
Parkʼs Strawberry Fields where 
they sang lyrics from ʻImagineʼ.    
    In Cleveland, Ohio, the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame, filled a        

time capsule with several 
Lennon CDʼs and books, that 
will not see the light of day 
again until 2040 on his 100th 
Birthday.
    The Montelago Resort at 
Lake Las Vegas featured a 
sneak preview of Nowhere Boy, 
the new movie about Johnʼs 
teenage years and early life in 
Liverpool, and keeping him 
totally current, John went 
Digital, when Googles 
interactive logo featured his self 
portrait doodle, trademark 
specs and all.
     While friends back home, 
not in the USSR, but in 
Liverpool, celebrated along  
Albert Dock, in our adoptive city  

of San Francisco, the marina 
by the Golden Gate Bridge was 
the perfect setting to reflect 
events taking place 5,000 miles 
across the pond. 
! For Les & I, it was a 
classic case of Anglo American 
co-operation, or as the fab-four 
would have sang it... “all 
together now, all together now”.

Concert promotor and Welsh Expat Gareth 
arranges for Beatles tribute bands and fans 
to ‘Come Together’ at the second annual 
Beatles Fest West in San Francisco



Fans from far and wide fly in to pay tribute 
At the Fort Mason Centre, fans 
from far and wide kept to the 
beat while browsing through 
tee shirts and memorabilia, 
from clocks to cups, but there 
was no sign of Lennonʼs 

fingerprint card 
from his 
application to 
become a 
permanent US 
resident. Last 
sighted being 
tucked into a 
briefcase held 

by a beefy FBI agent, who 
confiscated the item from a 
New York auction house before 
they could sell it for an 
estimated $100,000 (£62,700).
      Jeff Walker, from Canada, 
signed copies of his newly 
published book, featured on 
BBC Radio Merseyside, and a 
guy from Ohio sold original 
copies of the New York Post, 
printed the day after Lennon 
was shot, he told us they were 
a gift from his Dad who was 
visiting New York and saved a 
stack of the memorable issue 
for his young son.     

      But of course, it was all 
about the music. Tribute band 
The Return, sporting winkle 
pickers and drain pipes, 
channeled the Beatles early 
years, while Christina Trillo flew 

in from Los Angeles to belt out 
a few of the classics.    

      On Saturday night, as the 
infamous San Francisco bay 
fog rolled in, Lennon lived on, 
when singer/songwriter Drew 
Harrison and his Plastic 
Fauxno Band took to the stage 
and brought the house down, 
delighting the crowd right to the  
end when, totally unscripted, a 
number of notable musicians, 
including an ex member of 
Santana, joined the band on 
stage for an impromptu Lennon 
jam session. 
! Drew was back in the 
limelight next morning with his 
popular Beatles Tribute band, 
The Sun Kings. For almost 10 
years these likable local lads 
have been the Fab Four, plus 
one more, selling out venues 
around the San Fran bay area. 
! You canʼt beat a Sunday 
filled with sunshine, blue sky 
and a view of the Golden Gate 
Bridge, where you can mingle, 
dance and sing along to your 
favorite Beatles tracks, 
surrounded by fellow fans. The 
Sun Kings closed their set with 
ʻThey say itʼs your birthdayʼ 
which had the fans singing for 
all they were worth.
From San Francisco, we send 
Liverpool peace & love...man.
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